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Camp Pendleton 
Located in North San Diego County, Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton has been the largest 
employer in San Diego County for more than 60 years.  The average daytime population of the 
base is approximately 70,000 people.  At present, the base has limited bus service and no train 
service.  Officials of NCTD and Camp Pendleton, as well as current base residents, have 
expressed interest in a transit center on base to facilitate COASTER arrivals and departures and 
also potentially serve Metrolink and Amtrak trains.   
 
Station Location and Funding 
The construction of a comfortable, safe, and secure transit center at Camp Pendleton consists of 
building as little as 1,500 linear feet of additional track, track turnouts, a train platform, and a 
parking area, as well as improving surface access roads.  NCTD possesses an easement in Camp 
Pendleton, which contains mainline tracks and the Stuart Mesa rail maintenance facility.  Officials 
from both Camp Pendleton and NCTD have jointly selected a preferred site adjacent to the Stuart 
Mesa rail facility for the location of the transit center.  At present, NCTD estimates the project will 
cost $27 million; however, a more exact estimate of the funding required will be generated in 
Phase II of the project.  Both NCTD and Camp Pendleton will cooperate to identify funding for the 
project. 
 
Benefits and Challenges 
A 2010 survey of Camp Pendleton employees indicated that a transit center on the base could 
greatly increase public transportation ridership and reduce traffic congestion.  Most Camp 
Pendleton employees are eligible for reimbursement of transit pass purchases of up to $130 each 
month.  Moreover, many Camp Pendleton employees live in proximity to rail corridors connecting 
to the base.  A significant foreseeable challenge would be obtaining the required environmental 
permits; NCTD is currently investigating these requirements.   
 
Recent Progress and Next Steps 
NCTD has completed a survey to assess ridership potential, ridership modeling, and a bus service 
plan for the station.  In April 2013, the 15 percent design drawings—also known as the preliminary 
engineering design—were completed.  In October 2013, the Marine Corps provided conceptual 
approval of a potential COASTER station on base.  Once funding has been secured, Phase II of 
the project will commence.  The San Diego Association of Governments (SANDAG) will manage 
Phase II as well as the environmental and construction phases of this project.   
 
Additional Information 
For additional information on the proposed COASTER transit center at Camp Pendleton, please 
email media@nctd.org.   
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